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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 5, 2006

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Chairman
Subcommittee on Labor, HHS and Education
Senate Committee on Appropriations
184 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Tom Harkin
Ranking Member
Subcommittee,on Labor, HHS and Education
Senate Committee on Appropriations
123 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman SpecterlRanking Member Harkin:

Head Start has prepared more than 20 million of America's most vulnerable children for success in
kindergarten and later life. Yet, for the past four years Head Start funding has remained stagnant, falling
behind the rising costs that programs are facing. As you craft the fiscal year (FY) 2007 Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education and Related Agencies (Labor-HHS) Appropriations bill, we urge you to include
at least $234 million in additional funding for Head Start to ensure their continued service to families and
local community programs. Our request does not attempt to make up for Head Start funding losses of the
past few years, but would restore the most recent FY2006 cut and provide a cost of living increase for
FY2007.

Even before the current funding crisis, Head Start served only about half of all eligible children and just two
percentof eligibleinfantsand toddlers.Today,thereis a growingneedformore- not fewer- HeadStart
services. As funding for other social services programs has been cut, low-income families depend in even
greater measure on the comprehensive health and nutrition and early education services Head Start and Early
Head Start provide our most at-risk children.

With increased facility rents, insurance coverage, transportation costs, skyrocketing heating and cooling
costs, and the need to recruit higher-qualified teachers, Head Start programs are in crisis. The funding levels
of recent years mean that fewer children are being enrolled, program days and school years are being
condensed, staff cutbacks are commonplace, and transportation is being reduced or eliminated. We need to
invest in our children, not short-change them. Head Start is, undeniably, a vital part of that investment.

For more than 40 years, Head Start has provided America's neediest children with cognitive, social-
. emotional, and academic skills, helping to make them ready to learn when they get to school. Studies show

that at-risk children who have the Head Start experience are better prepared for school than their peers who
have not had the benefit of Head Start.

In order to maintain enrollment, quality service levels, and to provide for a much needed cost of living
increase for Head Start programs for the coming year, we request at least $234 million to be added to FY
2006 levels in the FY 2007 Labor-HHS Appropriations bill. We thank you for your serious consideration of
this vital program.

Sincerely,
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